A    MIDSUMMER    NIGHT   S    DREAM

it be a lion, or a bear, a meddling monkey, or a busy
ape; and before I will take this charm from off her
sight, which I can do with another charm I know of,
I will make her give me that boy to be my page."

Puck, who loved mischief to his heart, was highly
diverted with this intended frolic of his master, and
ran to seek the flower; and while Oberon was
waiting the return of Puck, he observed Demetrius
and Helena enter the wood: he overheard Demetrius
reproaching Helena for following him, and after many
unkind words on his part, and gentle expostulations
from Helena, reminding him of his former love and
professions of true faith to her, he left her (as he said)
to the mercy of the wild beasts, and she ran after him
as swiftly as she could.

The fairy king, who was always friendly to true
lovers, felt great compassion for Helena, and perhaps,
as Lysander said they used to walk by moonlight in this
pleasant wood, Oberon might have seen Helena in
those happy times when she was beloved by Demetrius.
However that might be, when Puck returned with the
little purple flower, Oberon said to his favourite,
"Take a piart of this flower: there has been a sweet
Athenian, lady here who is deep in love with a dis-
dainful youth; if you find him sleeping, drop some of
the love-juice in his eyes, but contrive to do it when
she is near him, that the first thing he sees when he
awakes may be this despised lady. You will know the
man by the Athenian garments which he wears/' Puck
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